
  

Important Dates:  

Friday 4th November - KS2 Roman Workshop 

W/B Monday 7th November - Mathematical 

Problem Solving and Investigation Week 

Wednesday 9th November – Parents Evening 

Thursday 10th November – Yoga workshop  
Friday 11th November – INSET Day 

Monday 14th November – Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 25th November - Non-Uniform Day for 

Christmas Shop 

Wednesday 30th November -  School Vision Art 
Unveiling: 4pm – 5pm 
Friday 2nd December – Christmas Shop  

Tuesday 6th December – KS2 Christmas Singing 
Concert @ All Saints Church 
Friday 9th December –Christmas Jumper Day 

and Lunch 

Wednesday 14th December – KS2 Christmas 
Party Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow, we have now completed our first half term in year 5 and we are heading into another exciting half term.  Much of our 

curriculum this half term will be led by our theme of ‘The Romans’, with a focus upon how the Roman Empire and Roman 

civilisation impacted upon the lives of the British people.  Remember to take a  look at our latest events and news on 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/ and follow us on twitter at @GPSSilverbirch for updates information about all the fun learning that 

we get up to in Year 5! 

 
English 

This half term, our English will be linked to our topic of the Romans.  We will be reading the superb novel from 

another culture, ‘Empire’s End – A Roman Story’ by Leila Rasheed.  The novel follows the main character coping 

with a natural disaster and the tragedies and triumphs faced along the way. 

We will use our writing skills to write pieces to inform and explain, using different adverb types, verb types and 

parenthesis to write effectively.  We will also be analysing and writing our own structured poems.  We will also 

be refining our planning, drafting and editing skills to ensure that our written pieces are the very best that we 

can produce. 

Spelling – We will continue our learning of the following spelling patterns: 

• prefixes, inter-, re-, sub-, im-, in-, super-, anti-, auto-. 

• suffixes, -ation, -tion, -ssion, -cian, -sion eg., invention, extension, confession, musician 

• words with ‘y’ in the middle but making ‘i’ sound, eg., myth, gym, pyramid. 

• words with the ‘k’ sound spelt ‘ch’ eg., echo, character, scheme. 

• words with the ‘sh’ sound spelt ‘ch’ eg., chef, chalet, machine. 

Reading 

We will be reading a story from another culture - ‘Empire’s End – A Roman Story’ by Leila Rasheed as it has 
strong links to our learning about the Romans. Having washed up on the shores of a small island at the edge of 

the Roman Empire whilst attempting to escape North Africa, will Camilla ever be able to think of Britannica as her 
home? 

We will also be continuing to develop our reading fluency with ‘Reading Plus’, an amazing online reading program 
that enables us to make great progress with our reading - click here to login. 

French 

This half term, we will be progressing onto 

speaking, reading and writing phrases and 

sentences about dates and weather. 

 

 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/
https://login.readingplus.com/


 

Maths 

We will be learning to multiple and divide using formal methods (please see our 

‘Calculations Policy’ on the school website).  To support our multiplication and division 

skills, we will also be completing regular timetable challenges. 

Linked to our topic work on Romans, we will be reading, writing and calculating with 

Roman numerals.  We will also learn about fractions, geometry and angles. 

 

Science 

In science, we will be learning about forces.  We will learn about gravity and be able to 

explain why objects fall to Earth.  We will also learn about the effects of air resistance, 

water resistance and friction upon a range of objects. 

 

Tell you how mechanisms allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 

PSHE 

During this term, we will be looking at the topic ‘Me and my Relationships’. We will 

start to look at what qualities make a good friendship and reflect on our own 

friendships, asking the question ‘How good a friend are you?’ We will also look deeper 

into our emotional needs and try to explain why these are important and how to 

maintain them. Who can we talk to if we need support to maintain a relationship? 

RE 

We will be learning about Islam.  We will explore Islamic beliefs about the Qur’an as 

the word of God, explain how and why the Qur’an is a source of guidance for life for a 

Muslim and the impact of believing that the Qur’an is divine revelation.  We will also 

explain how and why Muslims might commemorate the Night of Power. 

hey describe Muhammad (pbuh) as the seal of the prophets 

Computing  

This half-term we are going to focus upon using Microsoft Publisher to create an 

information publication based upon our topic of the Romans.  We will be utilising our 

multimedia skills, cutting, pasting and editing a piece to create a published item about 

the Romans and their impact upon life in Britain. 

PE 

In PE, we will be developing our gymnastic skills. We will be learning how to use our 

skills in different ways and linking them to make actions and sequences of movement, 

developing our flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance.  We will also be 

applying our work on balls skills from last haf work to play net and wall games. P.E will 

take place on a Tuesday and Thursday 

 

DT 

This half term, we will be focusing on food and making pizza bases and pizzas.  We will 

analyse and examine a range of existing pizzas, developing a detailed design criteria and 

considering the views of others to improve our work.  We will use annotated sketches, to 

represent out designs and make choices about the right foods and ingredients based on 

what the pizza will finally look like. We will then prepare and cook (and ultimately devour) 

our pizzas, after using kneading and baking techniques. 

Music 

This half term, we will have Ms Jones teaching our class. We will learn a number 
of different Christmas songs ahead of performing them to an audience. 

 

 

 

Topic 

In our exciting Roman’s topic, we will delve into the question ‘The Roman’s 
didn’t have much of an impact in Britain, did they?’ 

We will start our topic with a fun workshop by the Historic Workshop team on 
Friday 4th November. Watch the videos on what we will be learning on 

https://www.historicworkshops.com/ 
With this topic, pupils will be learning about how, when and why the Roman’s 

built their empire to include Britain; how Britain changed as a result of the 
Romans; looking at maps of Roman Britain to see the changes; how this 

invasion was seen by the native Britons and using a range of resources to 
support our learning. 

 

https://www.historicworkshops.com/

