
  

  Important Dates: 
 
Tuesday 3rd January – Inset Day 

Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th January – KS2 Spellings Days 

Friday 6th January –KS2 Anglo-Saxon Workshop  

Monday 9th January- P.E Intra-Competition Day 

Monday 16th January - Leave a Legacy Week 

Thursday 2nd February –  Year 6 Dental Survey 

W/C: Monday 6th February – Children’s Mental Health Week 

and Confidence and Self – Belief Week  

Tuesday 7th February- Online Safety Day  

Tuesday 7th February- Rock Kidz (Dress up as rock stars)  

Wednesday 8th February- School Disco – 4.30pm -5.30pm 

Friday 10th February -  9.15am – 10.30am – Parent Workshop 

 
 

Happy new year! We are very excited to welcome all the children back to school for another action-packed half-term full of learning.  

We hope you all had an amazing Christmas holiday. We will begin by participating in an Anglo-Saxon and Viking workshop to 

introduce our history topic. Please remember to look at the latest news and photographs on our website: 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/ and follow us on twitter at @GPSSycamore for weekly updates of what we get up to in Year 3!  

French  

In French, we will be looking at different types of 

animals. 

Reading  

Throughout the half term, we will be reading a variety of texts in our guided reading 
sessions including fiction and non-fiction. We will be reading a range of Aesop’s fables in 

English to support our own story-writing.  
 

The children will continue to get time to read for pleasure, selecting a book to read of 
their choice and we look forward to receiving our next ‘Mystery Box’ from Mrs Clayton 

containing a selection of new books for the class library.  

                               English 

This half term, we will be reading Aesop’s fables and using this as inspiration to write our 
own fables. We will learn what a moral is and how these play an important part in all of 
Aesop’s fables. We will then plan and write our own setting and character descriptions, 

before planning and writing a plot for a fable of our own. We will learn how to use 
inverted commas and use them in our stories. We will also use prepositions to express 

time such as before, after and during.  In addition, we will learn to use the present perfect 
form of verbs instead of the past tense to show an action has been completed (for 

example, ‘He has gone to the shop’, rather than, ‘He went to the shop’).  
  

We will also focus on the following spelling patterns:   
-words ending in ‘sure’ or ‘ture’ where the sound is ‘or’  eg., measure, treasure, creature, 

picture.  
-homophones and near homophones.  

 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/


 

Maths 

This half-term we will continue to focus on fractions and learn how to add and 
subtract fractions with the same denominator. We will compare and order unit 
fractions with the same denominator. We will learn how to count up and down 
in tenths and recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 equal 

parts.  
We will then learn measurement, focusing on comparing, adding and 

subtracting lengths, masses and volumes. We will measure the perimeter of 
simple 2D shapes.  

 
We will continue to use as much practical, concrete resource as possible to 

assist us in our learning. 

Science 

This half term we will be investigating animals including humans. We will be 

learning about the nutritional needs of animals and humans. We will learn about 

how animals and humans cannot make their own food, they get their nutrition 

from what they eat.  

 

 

DT 

In DT we will be learning about mechanics. We will look at levers and how they 
can be used effectively for various purposes. Then, we will design, create and 

test our own catapult, choosing appropriate materials for the product. We will 
then analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of the product and look at the 

impact on this may have had on the Vikings warriors. 

  

RE 

This half term we will be exploring Christianity. We will be looking at the 

question, ‘What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?’. We will start by 

exploring our own shared human experiences of leaders. We will learn about 

what a disciple is and how this links to Jesus. We will then reflect on our own 

leadership abilities and how this can be used to make a difference to others. 

Computing  

In computing, we will focus on coding. The children will use the programme 
Scratch Junior to create algorithms to design a computer game. We will then 

debug and correct the algorithms so that it works correctly. 

 

PE 

In P.E. this half term we will be learning different balances, jumping and landing 

skills in gymnastics. We will also improve our agility by learning some dodging 

techniques and improve our aim with by practising our throwing skills in a variety 

of game situations. P.E. will take place on a Monday and Thursday this half term. 

PSHE 

We will be continuing our PSHE topic entitled ‘Keeping Myself Safe.’ During this 

unit, we will be looking at taking risks and things that might influence someone to 

take risks. The children will reflect on positive and negative influences when they 

are making decisions. We will also be continuing ‘My Happy Minds’ which is a 

helping children learn about their brains and build self-belief and resilience. 

 

 

Topic 

Our new topic for this half term will be History based again, focusing on the 

question ‘Did the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings have an impact on Britain?’ We will 

begin the topic by inviting an expert into school to run a workshop with the 

children. We will then focus our learning around these questions whilst making 

sure we learn about chronology and who the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were and 

why they settled in Britain. Linking to our school vision of legacy, we will 

investigate how they impacted on modern Britain. 

 

 

Music  

This half term, we will be learning the pentagonal scale and creating and 
composing a simple tune to accompany one of Aesop’s fables. 


