
  

  Important Dates:  

Friday 4th November - KS2 Roman Workshop 
W/B Monday 7th November Mathematical 
Problem Solving and Investigation Week 
Wednesday 9th November – Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 10th November – Yoga workshop  
Friday 11th November – INSET Day 
Monday 14th November – Anti-Bullying Week 
Monday 14th November – Year 3 trip to Astley 
Park cenotaph for Remembrance  
Friday 25th November – Non-uniform day for 
Christmas Shop 
Wednesday 30th November -  School Vision Art 
Unveiling: 4pm – 5pm 
Friday 2nd December –Christmas Shop 
Tuesday 6th December – KS2 Christmas Singing 
Concert @All Saints Church 
Friday 9th December – Christmas Jumper Day 
and Lunch 
Wednesday 14th December – KS2 Christmas 
Party Day 
 

We are very excited to welcome all the children back to school for another action-packed half-term full of learning.  We have lots of 

activities planned as we head towards Christmas. Firstly, we will be participating in a Roman workshop to introduce our history topic. 

We will also be having a mathematical problem-solving week and look forward to inviting parents back into school for Parents’ 

Evening. Please remember to look at the latest news on https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/ and follow us on twitter at @GPSSycamore 

for weekly updates of what we get up to in Year 3!  

French 
In French, we will be learning how to ask 

someone’s name and how to reply with our 

own name before learning numbers 1 to 10. 

Reading  

This half-term we will be reading a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts in our guided reading and English 
lessons. We will be reading the novel ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit as our class novel to support our 

English writing. We will also read a variety of biographies as we learn what they are and their purpose. 
 

The children will continue to get time to read for pleasure, selecting a book to read of their choice and we look 
forward to receiving our next ‘Mystery Box’ from Mrs Clayton containing a selection of new books for the class 

library. 

                               English 

 This half term we will be learning about the ancient Romans. To link with this topic, we will be reading 
a book called ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit. We will learn about the characters in the book, 

developing our reading skills of inference, and after we investigate the features of diaries, we will write 
our own diary entries becoming one of the characters we have explored in the story. 

We will then link our writing to our science topic of materials. We will be learning all about Mary 
Anning who is a very famous palaeontologist. We will conduct research about her life and 

achievements before writing a biography about her.  
 

We will also continue to focus on the following spelling patterns: 

Prefixes – in-, re-, dis-, mis-. 

Suffixes –ing, -er, -en, -ed. 

Words where th ‘ou’ sound is ‘u’, for example, young, touch, trouble 

 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/


 

Maths 

We will finish learning about addition and subtraction with up to three digits 
before recapping Year 2 times tables (2x, 5x and 10x) and then learning the 3x, 
4x and 8x tables. We will be learning how to write and calculate mathematical 

statements for multiplication and division using the multiplications we have 
learnt including multiplying 2-digit numbers by single-digit numbers. We aim to 

make our learning as practical as possible, using a variety of concrete and 
pictorial resources to aid learning. 

We will also be participating in a ‘problem-solving week’ where we will develop 
our critical thinking and resilience with a series of practical lessons that focus on 

solving word-problem. These lesson will include learning from and with 
members of all of KS2. 

Science 

This half term we will be investigating materials. We will focus our learning on 

rocks and compare and group different kinds of rocks based on their different 

qualities; appearance and physical properties. We will learn and describe how 

fossils are formed and be able to explain what soil is made from. 

 

 

DT 

In DT we will be learning about Romans foods, investigating what foods we eat 
today that were popular with the Romans and what recipes we use that have 

been passed down by the Romans. We will then prepare ingredients using 
appropriate utensils and learn skills such as spreading, chopping, mixing and 

grilling. 

  

RE 

This half term we will be exploring Islam. We will be learning about the Prophet 

Muhammad (pbuh). We will be exploring the question, ‘Why is the Prophet 

Muhammed an example for Muslims?’. We will learn about the story of 

Muhammed and explore the third pillar of Islam (Zakat) and learn about why 

Muslims carry out this practise. 

Computing  

In computing, we will build on basic skills we learned last term by learning to 
select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital devices to 

accomplish goals, using programs such as iMovie, PicCollage and Book Creator. 

PE 

P.E. will be on a Monday and a Friday this half-term. We have a Chorley School 

Partnership dance teacher in supporting us learn a dance that accompanies our 

history work . On a Friday we will be learning a variety of throwing skills that can 

be applied to game situations. 

PSHE 

We will be continuing our PSHE topic entitled ‘Me and My Relationships’ where 

we look at children’s feelings and coping strategies for difficult personal and 

social situations. We will also be introducing ‘My Happy Minds’ to the class which 

is a new whole-school initiative to help children learn about their brains and build 

self-belief and resilience. 

 

Topic 

Our new topic for this half term will be History based, focusing on the question 

‘How did the Romans leave their legacy?’ We will begin the topic by devising 

questions that the children would like to investigate about the Romans. We will 

then focus our learning around these questions whilst making sure we learn 

about chronology and when in history the Romans came to Britain. Linking to our 

school vision, we will investigate how the Romans left a legacy and what modern 

day technologies derived from the Roman era. 

 

 

Music  

This half term, we will have Ms Jones teaching our class. We will learn a number 
of different Christmas songs ahead of performing them to an audience. 


