
  

Important Dates:  

Tuesday 3rd January – INSET Day 

Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th January – KS2 

Spelling Days 

Friday 6th January –KS2 Anglo-Saxon Workshop  

Monday 9th January- P.E Intra competitions  

Monday 16th January - Leave a Legacy Week 

W/C: Monday 6th February – Children’s Mental 

Health Week and Confidence and Self – Belief Week  

Tuesday 7th February- Online Safety Day  

Tuesday 7th February- Rock Kidz (Dress up as rock 

stars)  

Wednesday 8th February- School Disco  - 4.30pm -

5.30pm 

Friday 10th February -  9.15am – 10.30am – Parent 

Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year!  I hope that you have all had a fantastic Christmas and New Year and, like me, are raring to get 2023 started!  

We have a fantastic, fun filled half term planned with a focus on the Anglo Saxons, their achievements and impact upon Britain.  

Remember to take a  look at all our latest events and news on https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/ and follow us on twitter at 

@GPSSilverbirch for updates information about all the fun learning that we get up to in Year 5! 

 
English 

This half term, our English will be linked to our topic of the Anglo Saxons.  We will be reading the superb 

historical narrative novel; ‘Anglo-Saxon Boy’ by Tony Bradman.  The novel follows the main character coping with 

a family feud that led to one of Britain’s most famous battles in 1066 and the tragedies and triumphs faced along 

the way. 

We will use our writing skills to write pieces to inform and explain, using relative clauses, modal verbs and 

expanded noun phrases.  We will also be analysing and writing our own structured poems using figurative 

language.  We will also be refining our planning, drafting and editing skills to ensure that our written pieces are 

the very best that we can produce. 

Spelling – We will continue our learning of the following spelling patterns: 

 verb prefixes (eg., dis-, de-, re-, pre-, mis-, over-) 

 the suffixes -ate, -ise, -ify to convert nouns and adjectives into verbs. 

 

Reading 

We will be reading a historical narrative - ‘Anglo-Saxon Boy’ by Tony Bradman, as it has strong links to our 
learning about the Anglo Saxons.  Set in 1065, Magnus is the son of a ruthless claimant to the throne of England 

who, overnight, finds himself cast centre stage in a blood soaked family feud that led to one of history’s most 
famous battles of 1066. 

We will also be continuing to develop our reading fluency with ‘Reading Plus’, an amazing online reading program 
that enables us to make great progress with our reading - click here to login. 

French 

This half term, we will be continuing speaking, 

reading and writing phrases and sentences about 

dates and weather. 

 

 

https://gillibrand.lancs.sch.uk/
https://login.readingplus.com/


 

Maths 

In maths, we will be learning how to solve multiplication and division problems.  We will 

measure and calculate perimeter and area and learn that angles are measured in degrees 

and estimate and compare acute, obtuse and reflex angles. 

 We will also be consolidating our learning about place value through the use of negative 

numbers. 

 

Science 

In science, we will be learning about materials and their properties.  We will learn to 

classify materials by; transparency, hardness, solubility, electrical conductivity, thermal 

conductivity and response to magnets. 

 

Tell you about how some materials dissolve to form a solution. 

 

Tell you how to separate materials in a solution. 

 

Decide how best to separate mixtures. 

 

Tell you using evidence why some materials are best suited to different uses. 

 

Tell you why some changes of state are reversible and why some aren’t 

 

 

Tell you how mechanisms allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 

PSHE 

During this term, we will be looking at the topic ‘Keeping Myself Safe’.  We will 
consider what information is safe/unsafe to share offline and online and reflect on 

the consequences of not keeping personal information private.  We will learn about 
strategies and skills for supporting myself and others who are bullied face to face or 

online.  We will also discuss and understand the norms around smoking and 
understand some of the basic laws in relation to drugs; explaining why there are 

laws relating to drugs in this country. 
 

RE 

We will be learning about Hinduism explain Hindu beliefs about Krishna and what 

stories about Krishna might teach Hindus. explain the Hindu belief that God is present 

in all people (through the atman) and the impact this might have on a believer.  explain 

how festivals and celebrations might be helpful ways for communities and societies to 

pass on values, guidance and traditions.  explain how Holi celebrations might express 

Hindu beliefs about equality.  consider how they decide what is ‘true’ – and how there 

might be different types of truth (eg. empirical truth, historical truth, spiritual truth) 

Computing  

Linking with our PSHE topic, we will be focusing upon e.safety.  We will understand 

where to go for help and support when we have concerns about content or contact on 

the internet or other online technologies both inside and outside of school.  We will 

understand the need to only select age appropriate content in reference to game and 

video and how to use technology respectfully and responsibly. 

 

PE 

In PE, we will be welcoming ‘Judo Education’ to teach us a range of different Judo skills.  

We will also be learning further ball skills, throwing, catching and striking balls of 

various sizes with increasing accuracy. P.E will be on Tuesday and  Friday 

P.E will take place on a Tuesday and Friday 

 

DT 

This half term, we will be making a sculpture of a Viking Long Boat.  We will research, 

design, make and evaluate our own Viking long boats using a wire or moulded frame to 

provide stability and form. 

Music 

In music, we will be focusing upon recording. We will learn to read notes on a Treble Clef 

and understand other musical notations, such as; semibreve (whole), minim (half), 

crotchet (quarter) and quaver (eighth). 

 

 

Topic 

In our exciting Anglo-Saxon and Viking’s topic, we will delve into the statement ‘The 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were the same people and were nothing but vicious invaders’ 

With this topic, pupils will be learning about how, when and where the Angles, Saxons, 

Jutes and Vikings came from; how this invasion was seen by the native Britons and using 

a range of resources to support our learning. 

If you would like to support your child’s learning in this topic, please join us with project 

to learn about the Anglo-Saxon and Vikings and their lifestyle. 
 


