
  
 

 

 

 

Important Dates:  

1st/2nd September- Confidence and Self- Belief 

days 

Wednesday 7th September-KS1 Meet the 

teacher meeting @4:30pm 

Wednesday 12th October- Harvest Festival at 
Trinity Church 

Friday 21st October-KS1 Learning Morning 

 Friday 21st October – School Closes for half 
term 

 

Welcome to a brand new school year and welcome to Year 1!  I hope you have had a relaxing and enjoyable Summer break and 

have recharged your batteries ready for all the exciting learning we have planned for the Autumn term. Also keep an eye on our 

Twitter page (@GPSBeech) where we share much of our learning. 

Phonics 

We will revisit and revise all phase 3 

graphemes (y, z, zz, qu; Consonant digraphs: 

ch, sh, th, ng; Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, 

oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er). We will 

then begin Phase 4 phonemes, starting with 

:oe, ay, ew, ea, ie,aw, au and ir 

 

Reading  

In reading this half term, we read a range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction texts related to Harvest,  

Fire Engines and The Great Fire of London.  Mrs Clayton’s Mystery Books will also form a focus of our 

reading for pleasure and we will be using the books to develop comprehension and inference skills.  We 

will also continue to share our favourite books from home using ‘Chatter-Books’ to support us in 

chatting about our books. 

English 

This half term in English, we will be writing a range of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry.  We will be creating simple poems, prayers and retelling 
known stories.  
 
  We will be reading and enjoying texts linked to themes of Harvest, 

Materials and The Great Fire of London. Texts will include: ‘Vlad and the 

Great Fire of London’ and ‘Zog.’  

Children will learn to write a simple sentence that makes sense and 
includes capital letters, finger spaces and full stop 
 
Children will read and write phase 3 tricky words (he, she, we, me, be, 
was, my, you, they, her, all, are, the, to, no, go). 

 



 

Maths 

In Maths we will be focusing on addition, subtraction and place value, learning the 

following skills:  

  We will learn to: 

 Identify one more than a given number 

 Identify one less than a given number. 

 Identify and represent numbers using concrete objects, pictures and 
number lines. 

 Use the language of equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most and 
least. 

 Read, write and understand mathematical statements involving (+) 
addition, (-) subtraction and (=) equal signs. 

 Add and subtract  one digit and 2 digit numbers up to 20 
(using objects and pictures) including 0. 

  

 

Topic 

This term we will be working to answer the question, What is the Legacy of The 

Great Fire of London?  

Children will ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 

other sources to show that they know and understand key features of the 

events of 1666. Children will use a range of maps and globes to name and 

locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas. They will locate London on a map and examine some of the 

differences and similarities between life in 1666 in London as compared to life 

in London today. They will think about changes in types of houses and lifestyle 

since 1666. Children will consider the causes of The Great Fire of London and 

what changes were brought in afterwards to prevent this type of disaster 

happening again.  

 

Science  

This half term in science Year 1 we will be looking at ‘Classifying and Identifying 

Materials’. We will be sorting and investigating a arrange of materials to find out 

which materials will be the most waterproof. The children will be performing 

simple tests and recording their results using tables.   DT  

This half term, our focus will initially be a focussed practical task to bake bread-

linked to out topic work . Children will then be designing and making their own 

Tudor houses using a variety of materials such as cardboard and straws. 

Children will experiment with different materials and joining methods and 

explain their choices.  

 

 

 

RE 

Through our central question: What do people say about God? We will be 

thinking about God within Christianity. We will be asking: Why do Christians say 

that God is a ‘Father’? We will write our own simple prayers.  

 

 

Computing  

In computing, we will be learning how to log onto a computer and create text 

using Microsoft Office. Children will turn on and use an iPad to complete a 

simple programme or App (Reading Eggs). Children will create text in PicCollage.  

 
PE 

This half term the focus on PE will be fundamental movement skills and on 

developing ball skills.  Children will take part in two PE lessons a week. They will 

build on skills acquired in EYFS to start to develop quality movements in 

running, jumping, walking, skipping etc.  

  

PSHE 

We will be covering the topic ‘Me and my relationships’. Children will learn 

about: Why do we have classroom rules?, the importance of good listening, 

understanding our own and other people’s feelings, our bodies and about how to 

be a good friend.  

Music  

In music, children will take part in learning and singing songs for the harvest 

festival. Children will also learn how to play simple melodies on the glockenspiel. 

We will be learning the song ‘London’s Burning’.  

 


